A case report of total abdominal hysterectomy resulting in acute thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura with pancreatitis and hepatitis: complete resolution with plasma exchange therapy.
Acute thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) is a life-threatening disorder that has previously been described associated with various types of surgery. An association between total abdominal hysterectomy (TAH) and TTP has never been reported. Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura is classically characterized by thrombocytopenia, microangiopathic hemolytic anemia, fever, azotemia and neurological manifestations. Atypical manifestations of TTP include hepatitis, pancreatitis, acute respiratory distress syndrome, non-occlusive mesenteric ischemia and peripheral digital ischemia. This case report describes the occurrence of acute TTP following TAH and bilateral salpingo-oopherectomy, which manifested with typical and atypical features (i.e. hepatitis, pancreatitis). Plasma exchange therapy resulted in the complete resolution of the process.